Piggy Bank

Using vocabulary in both languages, partners play against each other to obtain more pigs than each other.
Print off a copy of the blank Piggy Bank sheet.  Write in vocabulary for English or in the target language in each pig.  Try to keep each language relatively even.  Make enough copies of that master sheet so you have one sheet per class for you to use and one sheet per pair of students.

Have the class pair up (a group of 3 might be necessary depending on your class numbers).

They should push their desks together so they are facing each other, and then clear everything off of their desk except something to write with (highlighters, markers, pens, pencil, etc.)

Pass out one copy of your piggy bank sheet to each pair.  They should keep it between them on the desk.

Procedures:

The teacher will call out a word in English and the students must find the equivalent in the target language (or vice-versa).  The first one to find it gets to color that pig in.  You can use phrases like “How do you say..” in the target language.  Call on a student to confirm the answer out loud.

The student from each pair with the most pigs is the winner.
Rules:

1. The sheet must remain on the desk in between the opponents.

2. No hovering…you must respect the air space above the paper before the word is called.

3. You must use your finger to point to the pig. NO PENCILS!
4. Do not color in the pig until the answer is revealed.

5. If neither of you have found the pig by the time the answer is revealed, the first to find it is still the owner of the pig.

6. Any ties are solved by one round of “Rock-Paper-Scissors”

7. Excitement is encouraged, but should be contained as best as possible.

8. The teacher will not say the next word until total quiet is obtained.

9. At the end of the game, some rules will be revised.

End of game rules (with three pigs left):

1. Students must lock thumbs on the back of their desk top.

2. They cannot move until the word is completely finished.

Variations:

1) If three students are playing together, each one should color the pig a different way.

2) You can stay completely in the target language with more advanced students by putting different concepts into the pigs and explaining them in the target language as they try to find the pig with the concept in it.

3) For younger language learners, you can modify the pigs to make them larger, with fewer on the sheet.  You can even put pictures in the pigs instead of words.

HOW TO USE THIS ACTIVITY AS ASSESSMENT

When you call on a student to give the answer, target specific students based on your observation of them during class instruction/discussions.  This way, you can see if those students are reaching the level of ability that they are striving for.

